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ROUGET DE LISLE.

A STATUE TO THE AUTHOR OF THE MAR-
BEILLES HYMX,

In thiq age of eentenuries and uthrr anniversary
no one is spared. The greatest name

he hrnupm down to fireworks and hrmn

hinds, and the meanest elevated into new
The latest victim of the comme maration manta
the author of the Marseilles Hymn.
fellow’s moulderitng dust 1s 10 he dug
for the fourth or fortieth tme, and rrmu-rml
amid resounding orntory and stch a
din of voeal and instrumental renderings of his
immaortal lyrie as might well of the mselves ‘hn--k
10 ite mansion r.ll the fleeting breath.”
5 nexty which will be, they say,
iversary of the Marseilles |

to occur on April 2
the nnrJumaIthh unn

Ronget de 1'Isle,
Choisy-le-Roi, where the soldier poet’s remaing were
burled, and where, with ull their pesurrections and
reinhumations, they remain,

With what emotions the spirit of Rouget de
I'lsle will Wil h 1]:.-:.41 pr-um--dtnql is o nnltr-r =

probabily u.r he with disapproval, for h-" wias, nf
Bt if it shall not he
\\ll‘l surprise und wonderment, that must he e
eatse his eapaeity for such feelings has lieen ¢x-
hausted by the hundred yeurs” history of his poem.
bezinning of e
How %l he come to write the
Ile wis an officer in the Army of the

s, f good patriof,

n greal surprise.

clared war agninst Franee, awd their armies ad-

his regiment were o

“ My brother oficers,”
ing me to make some pretensions to the poetic
usked me to write n song.
This was the day after the declaration of war wis
known. ¢ I promised to have it ready for them
. therefore, 1 had to
sit up all night. my only musical instrument con-
I retired to my bedroom
at the same hour as my comrades, and the next
morning joined them at hreakfast playing my air
Evervhody was delighted
minutes it was

The Marseillais were

he anee related,

and musical facnltics,

slsting of an old fiddle,

and singing my song.

moith of the whole army.
just then marching on Paris: they sang it on their
wny. and on rexching the capital, it spread like |
lighting among the people”

It was the fact that the Marseillnis o promptly
took it up on their mareh to Pans, and first su
. that gave the song its name.
spveriul interesting facts
Por one thing, it was not intended
& nuthor amnd his com

Now, from this recital,

as & revolutiopary song,
rades were loyal
Republican sang. It was merely a
= heeame the slogan of the Revolu-
tion, he was much surptiscd, even indignant, for
Le did not at first 1ake kindl
of the wmonarchy.
he accepted the elanze anl became a good Re-

to the u\'l"f!lll‘f"-\'l
= P(ll'lcnhi EPSIF MILITARY INSTITUTE. Tweae ;_

this song, which
advaneed demoerney,
bidden by tyrants on tl‘ H

ling 'mri the monarel
The remainder of T.»nlr-
fneonsistent with this

I 1'lsle's history is not
He was pssentially
Whatever form of
v, he supported it
The Marseilles ITemn was written und

government press 1

anil helieaded him
Three years later

Revolution that dethrone!
auther acguiesesd,
publienn lenders hade him write a " Hymn to
Tiberty,” and Ne did so.
the head of the Stite

When Napolcon beeanm
o song for him, |

fell and the Bodrbons H'f'IT"{' L lie weroto l o Louis

.rr:; for them .1'~.n
rowus not projonged,
in retirement, supporteld molestly
On ane oecasion

(irlennists eame

most of his life
by the earnings of his pen.
published a eollection of his poems, in w
balf-apolosetie note was prefixed to the Marsed
This didl not please the public,
wauld not bty the hook

He therefore lost heuv- |
! ] |
itv on it, and, being unable to pay his printer, |

of the Mirseillaise Hymn in jail
might have languished there for a long time huo
not Peranzer come to his relief.
at Choisy-le-Roi,
of his old friend,
another revolution
reputlie again, a great eelebration was held in
“poet of liherty.”

In 1536 he died
and was buried in the garden

his lionor, as the
was taken up and reburied in the

disturbed again, and his bones were plaeed in o
plot specially purchased by the local authorities
for the puarpose.

There has now been erected ot Choisy
men'al statie of Litm,
is to place his dust beneath i
olwerved thronghout the Bepubilie as a patriotie

and the present proposal
The day will be

d, with the President of the Republie |
and his Ministers in attendanece,
eourse, a Republican eelebration, in honor, not uf
Ronget de Plsle as the soldier of Lonis XVI, It
tonzet de Ulsle as the author of the grear |y
Republican song.

Searcely any nationnl or patriotie hymn in the
world I8 so well and so widely know
the old German song
3 ' for himself as = God Save the
Brother Jonaiban lLas in tarn ap- |
propriated as * Amerien”

wotalile of them was the addition
. the one heginning:
enterons dans la carriere.”
granza has been told as follows:
= of 1702 there wis
nee ut the opera.
the boxes being ilied by the members of the Con

One night in the | —
an extrantinery
The house was eramimed,

The company pro-
ceeded to stog it amid rapturous applause, and, the
then last verse being flinished,
about 1o encore it, when suddenly the new stanga
chorus of children,
shusissm it aroused was indeseribable, and every-
body ealled for the nume of the author.
ber of the Convention arcse and announced that
Alibe Antoine Pessonnensux,

the andience was

the author was the
professor ut the College of Vienne.

This stanza, hy the way,
the weans of saving the author's life.
pened at Lyons in the presence of the revolutionnyy

wis not long afterward

suspected enemies wholesale the large hall
of the Hotel de Ville, seated round & table covered
with a black, silveraedged cloth,
funeral pnll were seven judges.

pended frbm his veck a small  silver
When they laid their hands flat on the luhlt' it
meant that the prisoners might be set free: when
they touched theiy forelieads it siguified ghooting
and when they touched their batehets it desig-
A prisoner was brouyght in:
Lis crime was that of being a priest, and his death
In the midst of an awful
gilence, the president of the tribunal rose, and,
lookirg at the man ferociously, asked :
you?" The prisoner stood up calmly bui firnaly.
“] am the Abbe Pessonneaux,”
was 1 who wrote the last stunza of the “Mar-
The judges opened their eyes in tur-
while the soldiers and jailers hent rnrmrd.
chirt sentence would be
After eonferring tor a few minutes, all the jnr!-:rs
hdfl thflr h‘mdﬁ fiat on the tuble, sayi
should, perhaps, be
t.he anwnmhip of that stanza las besn -Ila,.ut
Snml have atiributed it to Andre (‘lwmer.

best sutherities give it to the A
ux, and wuuh for the truth of the drnullc

Lach wore sus-

nated the gillotine.

was considered certain.

g--merl\' to see W
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